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ENGLISCH 

Zeitformen 

Tense Form Example (activ/passiv) Use Timelines 

P
re

se
n

t Present Simple VV 
David opens the post in the morning. 
The post is opened in the morning. 

Fact 
 

Present Continuous be + VV-ing 
Christina is writing that report right now. 

The report is being written right now 
Actions 

 

P
as

t 

Past Simple VV-2F 
Joe Langley gave me your name. 

I was given your name by colleague. 
Past facts 

 

Past Continuous was/were + VV-ing I was watching TV when the TV exploding. 
Past actions 

Background description  

Present Perfect Simple have + VV-3F 
The CEO has asked us to speak at the event. 

We've been asked to speak at the event. 
Fact, until now. 

Happen, no matter when.  

Present Perfect Continuous have been + VV-ing He has been drinking since eight o’clock. Action, until now. 
 

Past Perfect had + VV-3F My girlfriend had already left with her lover. before past simple 
 

Fu
tu

re
 

Going to - Future be going to + VV It’s going to rain. near future, plan 

 

Will - Future will + VV It will be spring soon. forecast, spontaneous decision 

Shall - Future shall + VV Shall I help you?  

Present Simple - Future ... + timetable I begin work on Monday.  

Present Continuous - Future .. + time word What are you doing tonight?  

Conditional 1 would + Infinitiv He’d close the door. Conditional 1 (Typ 2) 

 

Conditional 2 would + Present perfect He’d have written books. Conditional 2 (Typ 3) 

 

Passive be + VV-3F  
talk about process 

result more important than person 

Konditional  

Typ 0: Allgemein 1: Future 2: Present 3: Past 

Anwendung 
 Auf Situation bezogen 

certain, likely 
Vorstellung, dream 
impossible, unlikely 

 

Bildung 
If you have a question, 

if + Present simple  

If the sun shines tomorrow, 

if + Present simple  

If I had €5 Mio, 

if + Past simple  

If I had won the lottery, 

if + Past perfect  

Example 
please ask! 

Present simple  

I will go skiing. 

Will-Future  

I would buy something 

would + Infinitive  

I would have gone on holiday 

would + Present Perfect  

 

Legende 

VV Vollverb 

2F Past Simple 

3F Past Participle 

 


